
The incandescent bulb was the first major invention 
that promoted widespread electricity use. Even 
after 128 years of its invention, this inefficient 
source of lighting remains a symbol of the power 
sector and the services it provides. Today the sector 
faces a number of challenges. While close to half of 
India does not have access to even basic electricity 
services, there is a comparatively larger quantity of 
electricity wasted due to neglect and inefficiency by 
the other half. Even as we focus our efforts on 
finding financial and fuel resources to provide more 
electricity, primarily for the fast growing economy, 
the serious social and environmental impacts of the 
power sector are a major cause for concern. Meeting 
these challenges would require us to  break the 
shackles of the conventional power planning 
paradigm.  

This booklet is a capacity building endeavor of 
Prayas Energy Group and Kalpavriksh Environmental 
Action Group. The idea is to aid consumer 
organisations, individuals and activists, in 
understanding an alternative approach to power 
planning.

ALTERNATIVE POWER PLANNING
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The incandescent bulb was the first major invention 
that promoted widespread electricity use. Even 
after 128 years of its invention, this inefficient 
source of lighting remains a symbol of the power 
sector and the services it provides. Today the sector 
faces a number of challenges. While close to half of 
India does not have access to even basic electricity 
services, there is a comparatively larger quantity of 
electricity wasted due to neglect and inefficiency by 
the other half. Even as we focus our efforts on 
finding financial and fuel resources to provide more 
electricity, primarily for the fast growing economy, 
the serious social and environmental impacts of the 
power sector are a major cause for concern. Meeting 
these challenges would require us to  break the 
shackles of the conventional power planning 
paradigm.  

This booklet is a capacity building endeavor of 
Prayas Energy Group and Kalpavriksh Environmental 
Action Group. The idea is to aid consumer 
organisations, individuals and activists, in 
understanding an alternative approach to power 
planning.

ALTERNATIVE POWER PLANNING


